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The Communint Party of Chile (PCCh) is placing special emphasis on the pene~ 
tration of intellectual circles, and considers the influence of such men as 
Covmunist poet Pablo Neruda of vital importance. 


One of the major intellectual proups in vhich Commmist influence is dominant 
ig the Teatro Exverimental of the University of Chile. This theater is a 
cultural organization started by a group of people interested in the drama. 
Shey formed an orgayization and elected a directive council. ‘This eouncil 
eonsistes of the following persons: 


ee 
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Substitute Director: Augustin Sire, Corrmnist sympathizer 
Counselors Pedro Orthus, political affiliation unknown 
Treasurer and Administrators Domingo Piga, Courmmist 

Members = Ruben Soteconil, Communist 


Graciela Alvarez, Communist, wife of Sotoconil 
Ruben Angulo, Conmmist 

Jorge Lillo, Commmist sympathizer 

Osear Navarro, Cormunist sympathizer 


3. The council's responsibilities fall in three principal categories: propaganda, 
training, and finance. : 


Proparanda. The plays ara ehosen to present certain social problems in a 

manner favorable to the Party. ‘This medium for spreading propaganda is inm~ 
portant to the Party since it reaches a stratum of society which it could not 
approaeh by other means, It is considered that dramatie presentations permit 
freedom te express ideas which could not be voleed through other channels. 

It also hopes te reach young people who could not be reached in regular political 
campaigns. The theater is being assisted at the present by persons of woalth, 
education, and social standing, including the Minister of Foroign Affairs, 

German Riasce. 


Training. ‘The Teatro Dxperimental naintains a achool of actors, decorators 
and other theatrical officials, The school operates in the University of Chile 
and is used by the PCCh to train young people who later so to the provinces to 
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term “Guadros Artistieas", art groups maintained by the Communist Party in 
. OF the industrial and mining centers. The sehool functions under the 
‘nices of the University and je maintained by subsidies from the Teatro 
Finental, the University, and the Ministry of Education. The llinistry 
Edueation authorizes scholarships to pupils from the prowinees, uno are 


sipgted by the Commmist-dominated eoumeil of the theater. 


vq 209. The theater is financed principally by its bor office receipts, 

wa it recaives sone assistance from the University and the Ministry 
tion, Admission is from 20 to 106 pesos, and in 1948, box affice 
ipte amounted to one million nesos, Those funds are manesged by Adminiae. 
ster Domingo Pica, a Commmist. Nothing of last year's one million pesos 
wins in the treasury at present, and the activities of the theater are 
carried om with 30,000 pesos received from the Ministry of Education. 
made appear to have been spent in salaries te the artists, the majority 
: ars Gommunists, and to some extent for decorationg, rentals of furni= 

a and properties, Source reported in addition that the Teatro Experimental 
5; a heavy contributer to the funda for the Communist-front Frente Nacional 
eeatice and the Committee of Solidarity, The members of the eouned]. 
sive salaries from the Teatro Experimental end are thereby enabled te 
rote their entire time exclusivsiy to the Comuumist Party. The Party benefits 
neing these paid workers in various other branchos of the Party, while theix 


aries are nald by the theater. 


fhe Teatro Experimental is now touring the provinces. It has been in Concepcion 
wikv, where it enjoyed mreat success. Tn addition to presenting its plays, 
were of the theater assisted tha Commmist Party by carrying proparenda 
material and actine as couriers to the rerional directors of the Parhy in 


Poesia: 


SS Liskes itl at 


Approved Por emeeeree a dAl . CIA-RDP82-00457R002700690005-6 


